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On the cover: Eric Turner made a sub- 
stantial contribution to Alabama’s nation- 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE al championship football team as a safety 


on defense. Now his help is needed on of- 


fense and he's moving back to his natural 
position, fullback. See Page 12. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Spring Football: 

Tide Looks For A Tight End 4 
One of the positions where Alabama's football team will have a new starter in 1993 is tight end. 
Two sophomores, both Mississippians, are battling for the job. Both Tony Johnson and Kris 
Mangum know the best blocker will win the battle. by Kirk McNair 


Eric Turner: 
Soph Goes Back To Offense 12 


Eric Turner was the last player signed by Alabama in 1992, and when last seen he was having a 
magnificent game as one of the Alabama defensive backs in the Crimson Tide’s outstanding Sugar 
Bowl performance to win the national championship. Now he’s spending the spring at a position 
both old and new, his high school spot in the offensive backfield. Turner is a fullback candidate. 
by John Barnes 


Elverett Brown 

Injuries Behind, High Goals Ahead 14 
Junior defensive lineman Elverett Brown suffered with injuries in high school, as a freshman at 
Alabama and again last fall as a sophomore backup nose tackle. ae Assistant Coach Mike 
Dubose thinks Brown can play at the professional level, but Brown has got to understand there is 


no payoff on potential, only on performance. by Donald F. Staffo 
Tobie Sheils: 
He Won’t Be Surprise To ’93 Tide Opponents 16 


Tobie Sheils had a tough act to follow when he replaced All-SEC performer Roger Shultz as the 
center for Alabama's football team. Sheils has responded well and is the returning All-SEC center 
for next year, when he'll also be an All-America candidate. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball: 

Another Season Of Success 20 
Although falling one point short of the Sweet 16 was a disappointment, overall the 1992-93 Tide 
women's basketball season was a great success. Coach Rick Moody's team won 22 games and 


again reached the NCAA Championship Tournament. by Donna Fromme 
Men’s Basketball: 
Tide Limps Through The Year 24 


Murphy's Law was in effect for Alabama basketball in 1992-93: Anything that could go wrong did 
go wrong. Next year Alabama Head Coach David Hobbs will have to pick up the pieces and get 
e team back on the winning track. by Kirk McNair 


Prep Prospects: 

Basketball Search Is Out Of State 26 
Most of the high school basketball prospects linked to Alabama's search for additional talent are 
out of the state of Alabama, notably in Mississippi. The Tide already has a commitment from a 


top Mississippi prep player. by Tommy Deas 
Gymnastics: 
Best May Be Ahead For Bama 28 


This year’s Alabama gymnastics team has rewritten the record book in team and individual scores. 
But Head Coach Sarah Patterson thinks her 15th Bama team may not yet have peaked, Se 
or 
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The Departments 
Depth Chart By Class 10 
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Spring Football: 


Tide Looks For A Tight End 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama will have a new 
man at tight end in 1992, 
and it will be best blocker 


Ts are eligible pass receivers and they 
are tutored by the receivers coach, but 
tight ends in the Alabama system are 
much more akin to offensive tackles than 
to flankers. And this year the Crimson 
Tide will have a new one. 

Steve Busky has finished his Alabama 
career after having been the starter for the 
bulk of the past two seasons. Vying for the 
pe are a pair of Mississippi sophomores. 

th Tony Johnson and Kris Mangum, the 
leading candidates, know that the one who 
wins the starting job is the one who does 
the blocking job, 

Both Johnson and Mangum are bigger, 
faster, stronger and have better pass-catch- 
ing ability than Busky. They run better 
pass routes. But neither of them yet has 
one attribute that made Busky stand out 
and stay ahead of them. 

“The thing that I liked about Busky is 
that he was tough,” Alabama Assistant 
Coach Woody McCorvey said. “He would 
fight you. He was a tough, hard-nosed 
guy. He always had that competitive edge, 
and with experience he got tougher. That's 
what these two guys have got to get.” 

One other thing the tight end candidates 
know they are going to get is a close look 
from Alabama Pea Football Coach Gene 
Stallings. Tight end is one of the few posi- 
tions where either a returning starter or a 
solid backup man does not return from last 
year's national championship team. 
Although both Johnson and Mangum saw 
playing time in 1992, Busky was the man 
on virtually every meaningful play, as was 
the case at several positions last season. 

Halfway through spring training, both 
Stallings and McCorvey have said they are 
pleased with the progress both Johnson 
and Mangum have made. “Right now we 
could go into a ball game with either one 
of them and do an adequate job, but nei- 
ther one of them is to the point to where 
he could be a dominating football player 
apeiek the teams we've got to play,” 

cCorvey said, “But they still have to get 
a lot, lot better. And that’s going to come 
as they get more practice time. It comes 
with experience, scrimmaging and playing 
games against better competition. But it's 
good we have two guys there with the abil- 
ity they've got. We're potentially the 
strongest we've been at the tight end posi- 


4 


Woody McCorvey 


tion since we've been here.” 

It is as blockers that McCorvey is looking 
for that improvement. “Both of them can 
be good pass receivers, which is one rea- 
son we plan to get the ball to the tight end 
more this year, he said. “They have the 
ability to run good routes and have good 


A-Day Facts 
Date: April 17 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Place: Bryant-Denny 
Stadium 
Tickets: There will be 
no charge for tickets be- 
cause stadium seats 
are being refurbished 
and most fans will have 
to sit on concrete. 


hands. Kris may be a little ahead as a pass- 
catcher, while Tony has more speed. 
Neither is ahead of the other. But they 
have to become better blockers. The 
biggest thing we ask of a tight end in our 
offense is blocking. As much toss as we 
run and as much slant as we run out of a 
one-back set, we have to have that key 
block from the tight end. We have to have 
that for the play to work.” 

McCorvey said, “They've got to get a lit- 
tle mean streak in them, because up where 
they are playing it is a physical game and 
they are ordinarily playing against better 
athletes.” Tight ends ordinarily are called 
on to block on the outside linebacker. 

There is at least one other tight end can- 
didate, but he has to be considered a long 
shot. Although Matthew Pine has built 
himself up to about 225 pounds and al- 
though he has great quickness, he does 
not have the size and strength to block as 
well as Mangum and Johnson. 
Nevertheless, said McCorvey, “Matthew 
has great quickness.” Beyond his size, one 
thing that may keep Pine out of the 
trenches is his value as a specialist, 
Alabama’s deep snapper on punts, a job 
he has performed flawlessly for three sea- 
sons. 


Py lee 6-4, 250, was redshirted as a 
freshman after having been an All- 
America at North Panola High School in 
Como, Mississippi in 1990. He called that 
redshirt season a disappointment at the 
time, but very good in retrospect. And 
now he's looking ahead with great antici- 
pation. 

“I was surprised to be redshirted,” 
Johnson said. “My head was very big then. 
Being redshirted, which means | wasn’t 
good enough to help the team, let some of 
the steam out of my head. But that extra 
year is going to pay off in a lot of ways. It 
was in my best interest. I had a lot of time 
to study, I was able to have a social life I 
might not have had if I had been playing, 
and | got bigger and stronger. | couldnt 
see that at the time, but I can look back on 
it and see it now. 

“It was real tough on me to be redshirted 
and then not to make a bigger contribution 
than I did last year,” he Big “I expected to 
make more of a contribution. 1 got some 
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January 1, 1993 - Alabama Raises Cane! 


Celebrate the return to glory by The University of Alabama’s 1992 
National Football Championship with “Crimson Domination”, a 
limited edition of fine art prints by nationally acclaimed Birmingham 
sports artist Alan Zuniga. Highlights of Bama’s stunning upset of 
the Miami Hurricanes, and Heisman trophy winner Gino Torretta, 
are captured in meticulous detail, and are available in two separate 


editions. 


The Black & White Edition 


Printed in a unique “duotone” technique, this edition is limited to 


eight hundred prints and are available now. 


The Full Color Edition 


This edition is published from the original oil painting by Alan 
Zuniga, scheduled to be released in Mid-April, 1993, and is limited 
to 1,992 prints, plus 90 artists proofs. With an image area of 

25” X 183/8”, each print will be accompanied with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and an embossed logo for framing purposes. 


arimson Domination 


“Grimson Domination 


Alabama 34 Miami 13 


| Eull Color 


99 A Limited Edition 
Fine Art Print 
by Alan Alan Zuniga 


©1993 Zuniga Productions 


ORDER FORM 


Black & White 
Edition 


Unframed $§ 45.00 
0 Framed $150.00 


0 Unframed $120.00 
0) Framed $260.00 


Full Color Regular 
Edition 


O Unframed $240.00 


Artists Proofs Framed $380.00 


Shipping Add $8 unframed prints 


Add $10 for each framed print 


TOTAL AMOUNT §$ 
(5 Please find check or money order enclosed for total amount. 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


C Please charge total tomy () VISA (] MASTERCARD () AM. EXP. 


GARD Ga ERP 
SHIP TO; Please print plainly. Must list street address for UPS shipping, 
Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 


YOU HAVE A FULL “NO RISK” 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Send to: Zuniga Productions * 4748 Vintage Ln., Birmingham, AL 35244 Or CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-326-1637 


To inquire about original oil pantings or original drawings by Alan Zuniga, please contact Zuniga Productions, 


Tony Johnson came to Alabama with glowing prep credentials and, as he admits, a big 
head. He was redshirted in 1991, then saw playing time as a backup tight end last year. 
He thinks that he can make a big contribution to the Crimson Tide in 1993. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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playing time at tight end and a lot on spe- 
Gal teains. I’m looking forward to this 
being a big year.” 

Johnson said that his practice time since 
coming to Alabama “has been on blocking 
techniques. In high school I never had to 
block at all. 1 was a pass-receiving tight 
end, all I ever did on offense. it has been a 
real big adjustment. | knew this was a 
tough Eval to play football on, that the 

uys I'd be lining up against would be real- 

tough a Bs know how to take on a 
tight one I’ve gotten a lot better as a 
blocker the past two years. But it’s tougher 
than you can really expect.” 

Johnson, who eiohed about 225 when 
he came to Alabama, has also found a 
new hobby: weight lifting. “I had never 
worked with weights much,” he said. “My 
way of conditioning was to do a lot of run- 
ning. Now I really enjoy working in the 
weight room and I've gotten a lot stronger. 
I worked with Coach (LeBaron) Caruthers 
and realized I could get a lot bigger and 
stronger.” 

Indeed, Johnson thinks he might have 
had a better 1992 season if he hadn't 
worked so hard in the weight room over 
the summer a year ago. “I wasn’t in good 
playing shape when I came back last 
August because I had added so much 
bulk,” he said. “I had done a lot of weight 
lifting and I had done distance running, but 
not enough sprint work. I didn’t stay in 
Tuscaloosa and work on a good program. 
That's something you learn from. | won't 
be leaving this summer.” 

Johnson has found that he can be bigger 
and not sacrifice speed. “Even though 
you're bigger, as long as you get stronger, 
too, you can carry the additional weight,” 
he said. “And you've got to be big and 
quick to handle the hid re on an outside 
linebacker. Plus, you’ve got to know what 
you're doing, which is where technique 
comes in.” 

Johnson has heard that Alabama plans 
to utilize its tight ends more as pass re- 
ceivers than in the past, but he’s not sure 
about that yet. “When you think about 
Alabama football you think about tough, 
hard-nosed guys who drive the football on 


The Tide Rolls In! 


Get the Crimson Tide 
Championship Season 
Package, FREE with your 
paid subscription to 
Sports Illustrated. 


1992 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPS 
See the game that 
brought ‘Bama its 
first national cham- 
pionship in 13 years. 
All the action and 
excitement of that 
memorable New 
Year’s victory over the Hurricanes. From the pre-game hype to the post- 
game celebration, it’s all here in this great video, “The 1992 National 
Champs”. 


And you'll also receive “That Championship Season”, a limited edition 
issue devoted to the Tide’s legendary season as they rolled over every- 
one and dramatically captured the 1992 National Championship. 


To get the Crimson Tide Championship Season Package, call toll free 
to order or renew your subscription to Sports Illustrated at over 52% 
off the cover price. For only $1.39 an issue you'll receive 54 weeks of 
thrilling sports coverage including special issues like the College and 
Pro Football Previews and the sensational Swimsuit Issue. 


Act now, this offer won't last. For faster delivery use your credit card 
and call today. 


It’s that easy to relive the game of the year again and again! 


1-800-652-0909 


Phones open 24 hours Sp ort S 
lliustrated 
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the role of a guy who fires off the line and 
makes a block, defeats the opponent 
across from me. I’ve got an offensive tack- 
le mindset.” 


M2 m, 6-5, 260, was not surprised 
to find himself at tight end, although 
he heard the rumors that he might be a 
defensive end. “When I came in the coach- 
es asked me if I had a preference and | 
said tight end,” Mangum said. “They are 
going to give you your choice within rea- 
son before they try you at another posi- 
tion.” 

Last year when he got his first chance to 
play tight end he got a very pleasant sur- 
prise. “My first play was against Arkansas 
and it was a pass play with me pass block- 
ing,” he said. “The guy I was supposed to 
block slipped down, so it wasn’t too tough 
to get through that first play.” 

Mangum, who is from Magee, 
Mississippi, didn’t know if he would play as 
a true freshman. Although he got some 
experience at tight end (notably against 
South Carolina when he had 34 snaps), 
most of his playing time came as a mem- 
ber of the kickoff coverage and return 
teams. And when he was at tight end, 
Mangum said, “We had running plays 
called almost every time. | was never a 
pass receiver.” 

Mangum knows “The best blocker is 
going to be the tight end. Coach Stallings 
tells us that every day. I have to make my- 
self a better blocker. | think I've improved 
a lot since last year, particularly on my 
techniques. I’ve got the size and the speed 
and now I'm learning how to block. 
Practice here is great for a tight end be- 
cause we’re working against Lemanski 
Hall. If you can block him, you can block 
anybody in the nation. The most impor- 
tant thing in blocking an outside linebacker 
is always maintain contact, never let him 
separate from you.” 

Mangum cake Aisbeer practice sessions 
“pretty tough. We’re offensive linemen, 
not receivers. We block a lot, catch a few 
passes. But that kind of practice makes 
you better.” 

Nevertheless, Mangum hopes Bama’s 
tight ends catch more passes than was the 
case last year when the entire output of 
pass receiving yardage by Alabama tight 
ends was Busky’s 81 on eight catches. “It 
would be great,” he said of the possibility. 
“The coaches told us at the beginning of 
spring training that we were going to uti- 
lize the tight end more in the offense this 
year. I look forward to the opportunity to 
catch the football.” 

Mangum, who hopes one day to be a 
football coach, said that competition in 
practice “is incredible. You are always 
going against a great football player. You 
have to play wide open every play in prac- 
tice os fs i most important game. If 

u slack up for one play you'll get your 
head knocked off.” a 

Mangum said Alabama football had been 


Kris Mangum, who saw limited action as a true freshman tight end in Alabama's 1992 
national championship season, is proud that his class has never been defeated. He 
doesn’t want it to, either. Although Bama football teams have never had many losses, 
Kris remembers from his brother John’s playing days that they are not well received. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


everything he expected it to be and more. 
“Winning the national championship in my 
first year was unbelievable,” he said. “I 
knew we'd win it before I left, but to win it 
the first year is incredible. Our class has 
never tasted defeat. | know from when my 
brother was here that Alabama people 
don't accept losing very well.” 

Kris’s brother, of course, is former 
Alabama defensive back John Mangum, 
who now plays for the Chicago Bears. 
John got to see only one Alabama football 

ame in person, but it was a good one: the 
gar Bowl victory over Miami. “I was re- 
ally glad he got to see that game,” Kris 
said. “He really supports Alabama and that 
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game meant a lot to him. John’s accom- 
plished a lot to make me proud and it 
makes it nice if | can be a part of some- 
thing that he’s proud of.” 


Grand Larceny 
from the original oil by J.C. Michelet 


Celebrating the 1992 National Championship season and one of the most outstanding plays in 100 
years of football, nationally-known artist J.C. Michelet has created this full color, limited edition print. 


Image Side 17'/” x 21” with ample margins 


Edition of 1992 signed and numbered-$80” 
25 Artist’s Proofs — $125” 
Add $3” Pkg. & Post. 
Alabama residents add $72°Sales Tax 
Send Check i ee Order to: 
Rh oe i 
3458 Loyola Lane 
Mobile, AL 36608 
Call 205 344-7937 


Please allow 3 weeks for delivery 
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1993 Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a depth chart by class of those who are scheduled to be on Alabama's football roster in 1993. It is important to re- 
member that this is not a true depth chart. It should also be noted that spring training may result in some position changes 
and that the positions of incoming freshmen are in some cases merely educated guesses. The chart also shows sophomores 
Toderick Malone and Kendrick Burton, who are not eligible for spring practice. 


Offense 
Redshirt Incoming 
Split End Lee C. Brown Malone Buckner 
Colburn C. Smith 


Clay Mullenix Belser Pennington 


Sheils Gladden 
Deason 


Right Guard Barger Stevenson Sidle Holliday 


Patterson Lawson S. Brown Jordan 


Tight End Pine Tony Johnson 
L. Cole Palmer 


West 


Quarterback Barker Burgdorf Crask Kitchens 
J. Jack Key Grobe Tucker 
Fulltack Lynch E. Turner Stockton T. Turner 
Moring Swopes Hape 
Burroughs 
Halfback Anderson Williams Hoven Boyington Alexander 


McLaughlin NVheele aller, 


Defense 


Redshirt Incoming 
Po on enio nio onhomore eshman eshman 
Left End Nunley Thornton Powell S. Thompson 
Soe ee 
1 SSS SSS 4 eee eee, a 
i eee | ae, | eee eee |) ae 
Left Outside Linebacker Lockett Brannen Royal Blackburn Staten 
Left Inside Linebacker Rogers Torrence Buckner 


Hutt D. Thompson 
Walters 
Right Outside Linebacker Hall W. Brown Knowlton Tanks F. Davis 


Right Inside Linebacker Morris 


imble Dowde 
Left Cornerback Langham Conn High Samuel 
Right Cornerback Gaston 
Tom Johnson 
Strong Safety Shade Ausmus Canale Short 
D. Davis 


Special 


Position Senior Junior Sophomore Freshman Freshman 


Punter Diehl Porch 
Placekicker 


Wethington 
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George Teague autographed 
COLLECTOR’S EDITION 


Full Color edition (shown above). 
Published (March 16) from the original 
watercolor painting, depicting George 
Teague’s incredible athletic play the 
“Take Away.’ 


This edition is limited to 5000 prints, 
each hand signed and numbered by the 
Artist. George Teague’s signature will 
appear on all 5000 prints and he will 
hand sign a minimum of 2500 prints. 


The artist has closely supervised the 
printing process to assure only the finest 
materials were used for this wonderful 
lithograph. The print is 18”x24” in- 
cluding the margins. 


The original painting will be displayed 
at the Bear Bryant Museum, beginning 
April 17, 1993. The print will be one of 
the finest collector’s items in Alabama 
sports history! Celebrate and remember 
the 1992 National Championship season 
by ordering today!!! 


ORDER FORM 


Full-Color Edition. Unframed $110.00 Qty. $ 


Shipping $5.00 for each order of prints. 


State sales tax Alabama residents add 8% 


TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 
Please find check or money order enclosed. 
Please charge total to my ___VISA_— _____Mastercard 


OTD a a ee a EG 
Cardholder Signature 


SHIP TO: Must list street address for UPS delivery 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CO) ae) / —_———— 4 | ns 


Mail order form to: 
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Eric Turner: 


Soph Goes Back To Offense 


by John Barnes 


Signed as a running back, 
he spent productive first 
season at safety 


hey say every picture tells a story. For 

Bama’s Eric Turner, a photograph in 
Sports Illustrated's original account of the 
Sugar Bowl typifies Alabama's effort 
against the Hurricanes. The photo shows 
Turner leaping high into the air over 
Miami's Gino Torretta. The play: Lined up 
directly behind fellow safety Chris 
Donnelly at the line of scrimmage, Turner, 
unblocked, exploded into the Miami back- 
field, leapt into the air, batted down the 
pass and sent oft-beleaguered Torretta 
to the Superdome floor with a thud. 

For the 6-1, 205-pound sophomore 
from Fort Payne, the play will be long-re- 
membered. But Turner has no time to 
dwell on the past. Coach Gene Stallings 
has announced that Turner will be moved 
from his 1992 position of strong safety to 
fullback for Bama’s 1993 campaign. 
Depth problems in the offensive backfield, 
especially at fullback, have left Stallings 
with little choice. 

One of onl a handful of true freshmen 
to play for the Crimson Tide in 1992, 
Turner looks forward to returning to his 
natural position of running back. “I played 
tailback all through high school,” said 
Turner. “Playing fullback in our offensive 
scheme will not be easy, but I think I’m up 
to the challenge.” 

Alabama's running backs coach, Larry 
Kirksey, believes Turner will ultimately be 
very successful at the position. “Right 
now, Tarrant Lynch is our starter, but we 
have a long way to go until fall,” said 
Kirksey. “Don't be surprised to see Eric 
get a Oe deal of playing time. He's a 
sharp kid and is very coachable. He has a 
lot of natural ability. He needs a lot of 
work on the techniques aspect of the posi- 
tion, but I think his speed and good hands 
will enable him to play in our one-back set 
next season.” 

Turner has many fond memories of 
Alabama's 1992 season. “I really can’t de- 
scribe the feeling,” he said. “I feel very, 
very proud to be a part of this team. It's so 
special, I can't put it into words.” In the 
history of The University, very few true 
freshmen can claim to have earned a letter 
on a national championship team and 
Turner appreciates the opportunity. 
“Things just really seemed to work out for 
me last year,” he said. 

Indeed. It was in the early stages of fall 
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practice last August. Turner was working 
with the rest of the Tide freshmen in what 
he thought was virtual anonymity. Turner, 
half-expecting a redshirt year, was working 
as a running back with the Tide’s third- 
string offense. Fellow true freshman, safety 
Blair Canale, went down with a season- 
ending knee injury. Turner, whose excel- 
lent practice work had not been over- 
looked by Bama coaches, was subsequent- 
ly moved to the defensive side of the foot- 
ball. He proceeded to play in every game 
on special teams, and even made the de- 
fensive rotation in four games. 

Then there was the Sugar Bowl. Imagine 
if you will, an eighteen-year-old true fresh- 
man, receiving significant playing time in 
one of the biggest football games in the 
history of The University of Alabama. 
“That play against Torretta,” said Turner, 
“it just happened so fast. We were running 
an eight-man front at the time and I just 
couldn’t believe nobody blocked me. I had 
a clear seam up the middle and | just did 
what comes natural: get your hands on the 
football and put the quarterback on the 
ground.” 

After the game, Turner was overcome 
with emotion. “I really just kind of lost it 
there for a few minutes.” he said. “I was a 
little choked up. I don't know whether it 
was because we won the game and the na- 
tional championship, or because the sea- 
son was over, but | got pretty emotional. 
The whole thing still seems like a dream.” 

Alabama's resounding victory in the 
Sugar Bowl did not come as a complete 
surprise to Turner. “I knew we were a well- 
prepared team,” he said. “I thought all 
along that we had a chance to win the foot- 
ball game. | don’t think Miami expected us 
to run the ball as effectively as we did. They 
certainly were not expecting us to do what 
we did defensively in the game.” 


s Bama prepares for the difficult task 

f defending its national champi- 
onship, Turner is excited about the 1993 
season, as well as his position change. 
“I'm not sure if | see the move to fullback 
as a position change,” he said. “The big 
change for me was moving to strong safety 
in the first place, but I have no regrets. | 
enjoyed working with Coach (Bill) Oliver 
and the rest of the guys in the secondary. I 
got a chance to contribute that I might not 
ave gotten had I stayed at running back.” 
Head Coach Gene Stallings’ rationale 
for moving Turner from defense to offense 
goes beyond the apparent depth problems 
at fullback. Asked if he expects Turner to 
challenge Tarrant Lynch for the starting 
job, Stallings replied “That's certainly a 
possibility. It was really a combination of 
factors that led to our decision, We also 
may continue to work him a little on the 


defensive side of the ball, but running back 
is his natural position.” 

As a prep junior at Fort Payne High 
School, Turner was already one the state's 
top running back prospects. He rushed for 
1,035 yards and 10 touchdowns his junior 
year. College recruiters quickly took notice 
and began calling. However, three games 
into his senior year he suffered a season- 
ending knee injury. “We were 3-0 and 
ranked number nine in the state,” said 
Turner. “We were playing our arch-rival 
and six or seven plays into our first drive, | 
got caught in a pile. My body went one 
way and my knee went the other.” 

urner’s future as a olen football play- 
er was in serious doubt. However, Larry 
Kirksey saw things in Turner that the 
Bama assistant coach liked. Turner was of- 
fered a scholarship to Alabama, the final 
one available for 1992. 

Through a lengthy rehabilitation pro- 
cess, and with the help of the Alabama 
training staff, Turner regained strength in 
the knee and went on to make a signifi- 
cant contribution as a Tide freshman. “We 
moved Eric to the secondary last year be- 
cause he was a good athlete,” said 
Kirksey. “He did a fine job for us there last 
year, but we want to give him the opportu- 
nity to play the position he was recruited 
to play.” 


Fe would deny that fullback is one of 
the most demanding positions in foot- 
ball. Although the Alabama offense em- 
ploys the fullback primarily as a blocker, 
history has shown that a number of big 
plays have come from the position. Those 
who question the importance of the full- 
back in Alabama's offense need look no 
further than the performance of Martin 
Houston in the Sugar Bowl. In a game 
dominated by big plays, Houston's superb 
blocking was a standout performance in 
the national championship game. It was 
Houston's blocking that sprung many of 
Bama’s long running plays and touch- 
downs. 

Turner believes he can add another di- 
mension to the position. “I enjoy running 
and catching the football,” he said. “I hope 
I'll get an opportunity to do some of the 
skill things in addition to the blocking.” 
Alabama's one-back offense would seem 
perfectly suited to Turner's skills. He must 
learn the art of pass blocking, but the set 
also requires the back to catch the football 
and have the speed to run wide of the 
field. “We're asking him to report at 
around 220 pounds,” said Kirksey. “We 
hope his off-season conditioning will en- 
able him to maintain his speed, but he also 
needs some size to make him an effective 
blocker.” 

Over the years, fullback has been one of 
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Eric Turner spent his freshman season avoiding blockers. As he moves back to his natu- 
ral position in the offensive backfield for Bama he will have to become an accomplished 


blocker. Work on his transformation to fullback has begun this spring. 


those positions in which big men and 
smaller, faster men both have been effec- 
tive. 

In 1993 (or beyond), fans may see an- 
other Turner in the Alabama backfield. 
Eric’s brother, Taurus, has signed with the 
Tide and possesses similar attributes as his 
older brother. “I'll try to help him out as 
much as | can,” said Eric. “But he’s still a 
freshman and has to pay his dues just like | 
did,” added the 13-game veteran. 

Will Tide faithful see the day when 
Alabama has two brothers starting in the 
offensive backfield? Kirksey thinks it is a 
possibility. “Taurus is a heck of a running 
back,” he said. “I think he’ll probably “in 
up being a little bigger than Eric, but I 
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ne they'll both end up contributing back 
ere. 

As Turner aby sig to return to the po- 
sition he knows best, he looks back folks 
on Alabama's championship season. “Last 
year was great, but it’s all history now,” he 
said. “This year, eogcoe s going to be 
gunning for Alabama, but I think we're up 
to the challenge. If we continue to work 
hard and play hard, I don’t see anyone 
stopping us this year, either.” 

Eric Turner is a confident young man. 
He refuses to believe Alabama will ever 
lose a football game. If the rest of his 
teammates possess the same attitude, go 
ahead and make reservations for New 
Orleans now. 
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Elverett Brown: 


Injuries Behind, High Goals Ahead 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Upcoming junior defensive 
lineman closer physically 
to being ready to play 


Amen Assistant Coach Mike Dubose 
s seen a lot of fine football players 
playing on Bama’s defensive line, in great 
part because Dubose was able to mold 
those athletes into outstanding players. 
There are others coming along now, and 
one of those is backup nose tackle Elverett 
Brown. Dubose believes that Brown, an 
upcoming junior, has the potential to play 
professional football one day. 

But there is no payoff on potential, as 
coaches frequently point out. 

“If Elverett can stay healthy, he can be 
an outstanding player, just like others in 
the long line of fine players who have 
come through here,” Dubose said. “He 
can be aned enough to play at the next 
level, to play for a living one day.” 

Thus far, though, Dubose said two prob- 
lems have prevented Brown from realizing 
his abundance of natural ability. One is in- 
juries, which are not always in Brown’s 
control; and the other is mental attitude, 
which is something he can control. 

Brown does have an injury history. In 
high school, he suffered recurring shoulder 
problems. Then in his first year at 
Alabama, 1991, he fractured his foot. 
Together, Dubose believes, that has set 
Brown, now a true junior, at least a full 
year behind in development. 

Despite his prep injury, Brown was 
judged to be among the state’s top 
prospects following his senior season at 
Jeff Davis High School in Montgomery. 
He was selected to the Super Senior squad 
of the Birmingham News and virtually 
every other list of top players during the 
recruiting wars. The war for Brown was 
won by Alabama over Florida State, 
Tennessee and Auburn. 


“The program seemed to be up and 
coming, and | wanted to be a part of it,” 
Brown said. 


And he was a part of it from day one. 
As a true freshman he saw action in 
Bama’s first four games. “I played about 
15 or 20 snaps in each game and felt I 
was contributing,” Brown said. But then 
injury struck. It now seems that Brown de- 
veloped a hairline fracture in his left foot 
during preseason practice. Although 
Brown was bothered by the foot injury, iG 
was able to play. However, four games 
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Elverett Brown 


into the season the bone cracked more, 
forcing him to sit out the remainder of the 
regular season. “I weighed 175 at the 
time, 10 pounds more than | do now, and 
that may have aggravated it,” the 6-5 

‘own said. “The foot was real sore and | 
tried not to put too much pressure on it. 
But by favoring it, | developed some bad 


habits. 

“When | first got here | was a whole lot 
more confident. Then I hurt my foot and it 
kind of put a damper on my career. | 
formed kind of a mental block, so that 
even when the foot was starting to get bet- 
ter, | was still favoring it a little. | was not 
putting the pressure on it that is needed to 
push off.” 

Brown was relegated to the weight room 
for most of the remainder of the 1991 
season, but did return to get in seven plays 
in the Blockbuster Bowl victory over 
Colorado. 


rown said the foot problem is now be- 
hind him, but that a shoulder problem 
remains. All through his football career 
Brown has been plagued by a weak rotator 
cuff in his right shoulder, and now the 
problem has surfaced in his left shoulder, 


too. 

“I thought I was over that, but last year it 
started nagging me again,” he said. “Last 
spring I had to sit out most of practice and 
then miss the first four games of last sea- 
son,” he said. 

But Brown finally returned and moved 
into the top backup position at nose tackle 
behind James Gregory. Brown saw partic- 
ularly significant playing time in the critical 


game at Mississippi State after Gregory 
got hurt against the Bulldogs, and then 
started and played most of the game 
against Auburn and against Florida for the 
Southeastern Conference cham keg: 

Gregory was back for the Sugar 1 
and he and Brown split time as Bama shut 
down Gino Torretta and the Hurricanes of- 
fense as the Crimson Tide went on to win 
the national championship. 


fi kes spring, Gregory, a senior, is listed 
as number one nose tackle with Brown 
as his backup. But Brown is also in the 
mix for an end position. 

“We need to find the best spot for 
Elverett and let him play,” Dubose said. 
“He’s versatile enough to play both nose 
tackle and end. He could start at left end 
or ig could swing between nose tackle and 
end, 

“Elverett will get more repetitions at 
nose tackle, because if he can play nose, 
he’ll have no problem moving to the out- 
side to play end. If you can play inside, 
you can always go back outside. 

“Other than size and quickness, the two 
positions are basically the same. The nose 
tackle plays closer to the football. He has 
to be flexible enough in the hips and an- 
kles to make a step in either direction, and 
strong enough to separate (get away from 
the b r) in order to plug the front side 
and the back side gaps. 

“In our system, the nose tackle also has 
to be sort of a captain or a coach-on-the- 
field. He’s got to make all the calls and get 
us in the proper alignments and slots. He’s 
got to know our defensive system plus the 
offense of our opponent and tie the two 
together. 

“Because the defensive end plays further 
away from the football he can be a little 
smaller, but quickness counts more than at 
nose tackle.” 

Brown actually prefers defensive end, 
the position he played so well in high 
school. He said he has 4.85 speed in the 
40, so the necessary quickness is there. 
“I'd rather have time to see the play devel- 
op and then react to it,” he said. “Things 
don't happen as fast at end, but you have 
to be a lot quicker because you have to 
play from sideline to sideline and be able 
to rush the passer at the same time. I think 
I have the speed to do that. Certainly, you 
can rush the passer a lot easier from the 
end position.” 

‘own said the nose tackle position is a 
more difficult one to play in that it requires 
reading three players, recognizing the slots 
in the offensive backfield, and then relay- 
ing defensive adjustments to the two ends. 
The tackle also has to be stronger and 
more physical than the end since he’s 
going to > hit immediately after the cen- 
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Elverett Brown, an upcoming junior defensive lineman, has seen limited action over the past two years at the nose tackle position. He 
is still listed as a nose tackle, behind returning starter James Gregory, but the loss of All-America defensive ends John Copeland and 
Eric Curry from last year’s Alabama national championship team means that defensive linemen are getting a look at the end positions 


as well as at nose tackle. 


ter snap of the football. 

“The nose tackle has to have excellent 
peripheral vision in order to see both 
guards and the center, whereas the end 
only has to read the guard and tackle, and, 
in some cases, the tight end,” Brown said. 


[: is no secret that the primary loss to the 
1993 Alabama defensive unit is the loss 
of the All-America bookends, John 
Copeland at left end and Eric Curry at 
right end. But those losses mean a number 
of Crimson Tide players are going to get 
an opportunity, and Brown is among 
them. All of those in the mix for defensive 
line positions will be worked at nose tackle 
and at both end spots. 

Brown said that his foot is well and that 
his shoulder is “about 80 per cent” healed. 
He said the shoulder pain is something 
that he will have to live with unless he opts 
for surgery, which may be required 
whether he wants it or not. Brown also 
said the gloomy attitude he developed 
from his frustration over his injuries is 
gone. He said he is ready to compete. 


APRIL ’93/’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


But he’s still got to do something else to 
reach his potential, Dubose said. 

“Elverett needs to get himself physically 
and mentally ready to play,” Dubose said. 
“He’s really not ccanietaly recovered yet. 
Physically, maybe; but not mentally. His 
attitude on the field is good, but he’s not 
giving himself the opportunity to be as 

ood as he can be because he’s not getting 
Ris body in shape to play on a consistent 
basis for 60 minutes. 

“In high school he didn’t have to do a lot 
of the little things because he was bigger, 
faster and stronger than the people he 
played against. But that’s not true at this 
level. When he first came here he didn’t 
understand that aspect of it. He’s got to 
get in the weight room and get stronger.” 

Brown knows this now. He bench press- 
es 325 pounds, up from the 280 he 
benched when he came to the Capstone, 
but below the 370 a man his size playing 
his position should do. He squats 440, bet- 
ter than the 365 he did in high school, but 
still less than the strength he needs. 

Brown said there is a Catch 22. He 
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needs to work in the weight room to get 
stronger, but one of the areas that needs 
more strength-his shoulder-prevents him 
from hitting the weights with the intensity 
required. 

“I can't do bench and incline presses 
with the heavy weights to get as strong as | 
want to be and need to be,” he said. “I’m 
strong enough to play my position on an 
average a but you always want to be 
above average, and I’m not at that point 
yet. But during the summer I'm definitely 
going to try to get stronger.” 

Brown shares Dubose’s evaluation of his 
potential. “If I didn’t have those injuries, | 
would definitely have contributed a lot 
more than I have the past two years,” he 
said. “Right now my goal is to get better at 
my techniques and establish myself as a 
starter. Copeland and Curry were leaders, 
and with them gone I’m going to try to be- 
come more of a leader than a follower. 

“My goals are to start at Alabama, get 
my degree in marketing, and my dream is 
to play in the NFL.” 

That process is building this spring. 
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Tobie Sheils: 


He Won't Be Surprise 


by Kirk McNair 


He has achieved football 
and academic goals, but 
has some big ones left 


Miami assistant football coach mused 
fter Alabama’s 34-13 victory over the 
Hurricanes in the Sugar Bowl that the 
Miami staff had not been surprised by 
Alabama's defensive ability. Nor had the 
Hurricanes been surprised that Miami 
could stop Alabama's passing game and 
ut the outcome on the shoulders of the 
ide runners. Miami wasn’t even particu- 
larly surprised that Bama had gone to of- 
fensive line traps in an attempt to run 
against the stacked defense of the 
urricanes. 

What surprised Miami was offensive line 
blocking, said the coach, “particularly that 
number 77 (Roosevelt Patterson) and the 
center. No one has blocked (Miami All- 
America middle linebacker) Michael 
Barrow like Tobie Sheils did.” 

That’s not to say that Barrow, the defen- 
sive player of the year in the Big East, did 
not make any tackles in the Sugar Bowl. In 
fact he led the Hurricanes defensively with 
eight individual stops and five assists. But 
more often than usual he was kept out of 
the play by the performance of Sheils. 

It may be the only person who wasn’t 
surprised by Sheils’ effectiveness was 

heils. 

Sheils said, “They ran an even front with 
no nose guard, so most plays I had to 
block Barrow. I think I had a good game. | 
think everyone on the offensive line did. 
We were really psyched up for it and | 
think after about a quarter we could tell we 
wanted it more than they did. I don’t think 
they were expecting us to be as powerful a 
running team as we were. | think they felt 
we were one dimensional and they could 
stop the run, but they found out they 
couldn't. | thought that was a deciding fac- 
tor in the game, along with the great play 
by the defense.” 

Sheils believes that one of his biggest as- 
sets is his quickness. “Miami's phenackere 
were really fast. | watched film of them be- 
fore the game and I'd see where these big 
centers never came close to blocking their 
man. They couldn't get there and the 
linebacker would come free and make the 
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tackle without anyone touching them. 
They didn’t beat anyone; just outran them. 
I think I may have surprised them by get- 
ting to them and keeping up with them. 

Sheils is not one of those big centers. 
Indeed, if he has had a problem at 
Alabama it is keeping his weight up. 
Although he has gotten up to about 260 in 
the off season, during the season his 
weight begins to drop. Fibs! year it wasn't 
as bad as previous seasons. He managed 
to stay in the 250 range. “I think that had 
a lot to do with depth,” Sheils said. “I got 
a lot more rest during the week than I had 
the year before.” 

But not during the games. Alabama had 
865 offensive snaps during the 1992 regu- 
lar season and Sheils was on the field for 
742 of them, 85 per cent. 

This r Sheils, 6-2, wants to play at 
no less than 260 ds. 

Sheils Weachod the replay of the Sugar 
Bowl game “four or five times the week 
after the game. Everyone who came b 
the house wanted to sit down and watc 
it.” 

That wasn’t the first game of the year in 
which he had watched videotape replays, 
and what he had heard in some earlier 
games was a pleasant surprise to him. “It 
was nice to watch a game and have the 
announcer say something about the oppo- 
nent’s coaches having told them that I was 
a good player,” he said. 

But about a week after the Sugar Bowl 
game, Sheils put it behind him and got 
back to the weight room. “I want to add 
five to ten pounds of good muscle,” he 
said. “I’ve always liked weight room 
work-certainly more than I! like 
running-and | was in the weight room just 
about every morning after we got back 
into the swing of things. If I can play with 
more weight, I want to do that, but I don’t 
just want to get bigger for the sake of 

eing bigger. I don’t want to put on weight 
that would hamper me.” 


heils went into the 1992 season as the 
only returning starting center in the 
Southeastern Conference. As a result, 
when preseason All-SEC teams were 
named, it was natural that Sheils’ name 
was pencilled in as the preseason all-star. 

This year he will be a unanimous choice 
as the preseason All-SEC center and 
should also get All-America recognition be- 

cause of the outstanding year he had. 
Tobie Sheils has something most people 
wouldn't think about as an attribute at 

his position: exceptional quickness. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Sheils will admit that, “I thought I had a 
pretty good year.” 

Jimmy Fuller, who coaches Alabama's 
guards and centers, said, “After the sea- 
son, I went back and looked at cuts of film 
from last year and | could see a far differ- 
ent Tobie Sheils blocking at the end of the 

ar than at the beginning of the season. 

‘ve had visiting coaches looking at our 
films and they invariably say, ‘Look at that 
guy.’ Tobie was a good football player for 
us last year, and the culmination was the 


Sugar Bowl. He really played well in that 
game. 
Fuller also called Sheils “a fun guy to 
coach. He is so intelligent and his biggest 
physical asset is probably his quickness. 
obie can make a mistake on technique 
and overcome it because he’s got such 
quick feet. His ability to recover from a 
mistake may have hurt some of the centers 
working behind him, because they see 
Tobie do something and then make the 
block, but they can’t make that same mis- 
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take and still make the block because they 


don’t have his quickness.” 

Fuller recognizes that Sheils has a prob- 
lem Reaping ie weight up, and said that 
“we aren’t going to overwork him this 
spring, so that may help him hold it up.” 

Sheils thinks he is a more relaxed player 
than he was two years ago. And, he said, 
“] think I’m a smarter player. I’m definitely 
bigger and stronger. I think I have more of 
a feel for the game, how opposing defens- 
es react. That's a function of experience, a 
gained intuition. You look up and see 
something and know what's going to hap- 
pen and how to beat it.” 

The experience of the offensive line has 
made Sheils’ job a little easier in one re- 
spect. One ag of the center is to make 
blocking calls for the offensive linemen 
after the team gets to the line of scrim- 
mage with a d play. “We’ve all been 
around so long now that I just have to 
make an occasional reminder,” Sheils said. 
“We'll go to the line and all of us see the 
defense and we may just make eye contact 
to make sure everyone is aware. It’s sec- 
ond nature now. After you've played be- 
side the same guys for a while, everyone 
knows what to expect of his teammates in 
i situation.” 

eils has seen a change in normal de- 
fense since his Alabama career began. A 
few years ago most teams were using a 
nose tackle. Now at least as many oppo- 
nents operate out of an even man front in 
which there isn’t a man right over center. 
Sheils said he doesn’t have a preference. 
“The main thing is, no matter what de- 
fense they are in, I’ve got to block some- 
one, and so does everyone else.” One 
thing that hasn’t changed is that pass pro- 
tection is still top priority for an offensive 
lineman. 


Sizis will not be a regular student-ath- 
lete next fall. He is finishing his fourth 
year at The University this spring and he 
will graduate in May with a degree in 
Finance. Next fall he will probably be a 
graduate student, though he may opt to 
earn another undergraduate degree. 

Academics has been an important part 
of Sheils’ career at Bama. As a sophomore 
he was named a winner of the Honda 
Student-Athlete Award and last year was 
honored with a Toyota Leadership award, 
one of only 26 college athletes so named. 
And he was selected to the Academic All- 
SEC team both years. 

Sheils knows there is a possibility there 
will be football for him after his Alabama 
career, “but I’m not banking on it,” he 
said. “My thinking is that if I get the 
chance I'll take advantage of it, but I real- 
ize a lot of college players can't go to the 
next level. I've seen a lot of good college 
football players who didn’t make it. One 
good thing is that you don’t have to be 
quite as big to play center. There are a lot 
of 260 and 270 pounders. But I’m also 
preparing for life if | don’t play profession- 
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Tobie Sheils has been Alabama’s starting center the past two years. He followed an All-Southeastern Conference performer in Roger 


Shultz and he has filled in quite capably, earning both All-SEC and Academic All-SEC honors. He will be 


his final year. 


al football.” 

Sheils’ reading isn’t limited to school- 
books. “I enjoyed reading all the preseason 
stuff last summer, but as soon as it’s time 
to go to work, you have to put that aside,” 
he said. “I was glad we were able to play 
well enough for players to get personal 
awards, but the team achievements were 
the absolute best. You couldn’t ask for 
more than that.” 

And Sheils has already seen some pre- 
season predictions for next year that fit in 
with his goals. 

“This is my senior year now, and I defi- 
nitely want to leave here on a good note,” 
he said. “There’s been a lot a talk about 
‘repeat’ and about Florida State being 
number one and us number two and meet- 
ing next year in the Sugar Bowl. But we’ve 
got to stay focused like we were last year, 
taking it one game at a time.” 

Sheils doesn’t expect this to be a rough 
spring for him. “We’ve got so many guys 
back in the offensive line and the coaches 
know what we can do and they know how 
we’re going to react in a game. Two years 
ago it was a hard spring becnuts we were 
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em going to be the starters and none of us 
had played before. | expect the younger 

guys to get most of the work, and that’s 
best for the team.” 

He knows that Alabama Head Coach 
Gene Stallings has said that a strength of 
the 1993 Crimson Tide should be the of- 
fensive line. That's a big change from two 
years ago when Sheils was ticketed to re- 
place All-SEC center Roger Shultz. “That's 
par way it happens in football,” Sheils 

wo years ago it was a big question 
ser because we had five sophomores 
and freshmen. But eventually you know 
they are going to be the strength of your 
team when they are seniors. 

“Now we've got to get solid backups in 
the offensive line since so many of us will 
be graduating. They want to get some 

ys ready to play a lot this year so they'll 
es ready to take over after next season. 
We've got a lot of depth in the offensive 
line.” Actually, Sheils’ backup is a fellow 
senior, Dennis Deason. A primary goal of 
the pies alge said, is to find the top 

layers at each position. Another goal 
ie uller is to find the third center, the 


an All-America candidate in 
Barry Fikes Photo 


man who will take over after Sheils and 
Deason have finished. That list of candi- 
dates includes Chad Gladden, Tim Barnett 
and John Causey. 

Sheils thinks the upcoming crop of cen- 
ters has one of the same ages he 
has had. That’s working against ve 
defensive linemen in practice. Ala — s 
defense is an odd man front, meaning the 
Tide has a nose tackle. In the spring, when 
the team is not preparing for an oppo- 
nent, that means the center is against a 
nose tackle on virtually every play. “From 
my first day here I've been going against 
tough nose men, and it’s really helped me” 
Sheils said. “When I was a redshirt fresh- 
man I was going against Willie Wyatt. 
Then I worked against Robert Stewart. 
And then last year it was the biggest one, 
James Gregory. And we work against 
some good y young er ones in Elverett 
Brown and Lar ite.” 

Sheils will finish out this semester, then, 
as a college graduate, go home to 
Fairhope for awhile. And he’ll report back 
in July to work out in Tuscaloosa for what 
he hopes will be another great season. 


19 


Women’s Basketball: 


Another Season Of Success 


by Donna Fromme 


Tide program has gained 
reputation as one of best 
with run-and-gun offense 


Bec NCAA Tournament ap- 
pearances eee one of the many 
program strides Rick Moody and his 
University of Alabama women’s basketball 
team made during the 1992-93 season. 

In a year when Moody worried about a 
dropdown given the fact he lost three 
starters to graduation from his record-set- 
ting 1992 team, the only disappointment 
seemed to be in Alabama's showing in the 
weekly Associated Press rankings. After 
starting the year with a number 14 presea- 
son rating, December losses to number 
one ranked Vanderbilt, number two 
Tennessee and number 15 Louisiana Tech 
(on the road) knocked the young Tide 
team out of the voting coaches’ favor and 
Alabania never returned to the AP poll. 

However, the NCAA selection commit- 
tee saw a different Alabama and made the 
Crimson Tide the number 5 seed in the 
Mideast Tournament, indicating it viewed 
Bama as one of the nation’s top 20 teams. 

And a year for making an impact it was. 
Alabama went into the Southeastern 
Conference tournament as the fifth seed 
and won its way to the semifinals, setting 
tournament records along the way. 

In fact, it was Alabama’s “Long 
Rangers,” its three-point sharpshooters, 
who once again made an impact both na- 
tionally and in the SEC. For the second 
consecutive year Alabama was the nation’s 
leader in three-point shots made per 
game, averaging 7.6 and making 14 (two 
short of the national record) in a home 
game against Loyola of Chicago. 

bama set an SEC Tournament record 
with the 12 three-point shots it made in its 
first round win over LSU. Junior guard 
Betsy Harris outshot her more publicized 
teammate, sophomore Niesa Johnson, 
with a tournament record seven three- 
point shots against LSU. Johnson, who 
was the talk of the tournament with her 
30-footers, was named to the SEC AIll- 
Tournament Team. 

Alabama’s run-and-gun offense ranked 
third nationally in scoring and, for the sec- Betsy Harris, a junior guard, got better as the season went along. In the final stretch of 
ond consecutive season, led the SEC in critical games Harris found her three-point range shooting eye, including setting an SEC 
scoring, averaging 87.3 points per game Tournament record by connecting on seven three-pointers against LSU. 

oing into the second round of NCAA Barry Fikes Photo 
ournament play. And the Tide scored 
100 or more points in eight games and school women’s scoring record with 122 game against Loyola (a 107-64 win). And 
between 90 and 100 in six other games _ points against Oral Roberts. It scored a __ the Tide’s honors included winning the St. 
during the season. The 1993 team set a program record 70 points in one half in its Joseph's Classic in Philadelphia. 
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Mis it to the NCAA Tournament 
wasn't enough for Moody and his 
1993 Tide team, a point made by sopho- 
more star guard Niesa Johnson in a pre- 
first round game press conference. She 
and her teammates were determined to 
take Alabama a step further than the two 
games it played in 1992. Bama backed 
that desire with a 102-70 first round win 
at home, a win led by freshman center 
Yolanda Watkins’ 25 points and 10 re- 
bounds. Bama then headed for basketball 
crazy Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for a 
second round date against the number 17 
ranked North Carolina Lady Tar Heels. 

The game promised an interesting 
matchup, one of the nation’s top offensive 
teams (Alabama) against one of the na- 
tion's top defensive teams and a team that 
reportedly had two players capable of 
making the dunk. The game didn’t disap- 
point in excitement. Alabama fell behind, 
battled back to a big lead, faltered again, 
then sent the game into overtime as 
Watkins worked for a critical layup. 

Watkins appeared ready to be the star for 
Bama when she hit another layup and 
added a free throw to give Bama a two- 
point lead with less than 30 seconds to play. 
And when North Carolina's best player 
missed a short shot with six seconds to play, 
it appeared Bama would be on its way to 
lowa City and the Sweet 16, that next step. 

But fate is sometimes cruel. An Alabama 
player scurried after the rebound, saved 
the ball, but had to throw it back into play 
to avoid going out of bounds. She made 
the correct throw, attempting to toss it to 
the Alabama end of the court, but fortu- 
itously (for North Carolina) a Lady Tar 
Heel was able to grab the ball and launch a 
desperation three-pointer. Although the 
North Carolina player was not one Bama 
feared (she had not hit a field goal the en- 
tire game), her final shot was through the 
net and threw the collective hearts of the 
Bama women as North Carolina took a 
74-73 decision. 

Alabama thus ended its season at 22-9, 
And things look bright for the future as the 
Tide returns four starters and 11 of 13 
scholarshipped players next season. The 
Tide loses only starting point guard 
Melissa Del-Valle and backup forward 
Leslie Claybrook. 


t is no surprise that Alabama's 1992-93 
women's basketball team was led by its 
two most publicized players, sophomore 
ard Niesa Johnson and freshman center 
olanda Watkins. Johnson, a unanimous 
All-SEC selection, led the conference in 
steals and assists and led Alabama's offense 
with her average of 16.4 points per game 
and was good for 7.3 assists, 5.4 rebounds 
and 3.0 steals a game. Johnson made the 
all-tournament team in every Bama tourna- 
ment appearance and was the MVP of the 
St. Joseph's Invitational. She set the school 
record in single season assists less than 
two-thirds of the way through the season 
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and finished with 226. The old record had 
been 167. Nine times during the season 
she had double figures in both points and 
assists and in two of those games had nine 
rebounds as well. In mid-February she was 
tabbed SEC Player of the Week, only the 
second time in history an Alabama woman 
has earned that award. 

Johnson was by no means a one-woman 
show, though. Alsbaiat emptied its bench 
of 13 in most every game. Among its 
starters was freshman Watkins, a second 
team All-SEC pick and a unanimous 
choice for the SEC All-Freshman team. 
Watkins set a women's record and tied for- 
mer men’s star Robert Horry’s Coleman 
Coliseum record with seven blocked shots 
in Bama’s win over Arkansas. She had 12 
games in which she was in double figures 
in both scoring and rebounding, including 
the final game of the year when she 
poured in 29 points and pulled down 10 
rebounds. She led Bama in reboundin 
with 8,7 per game and averaged 14. 
points per game. Watkins set a school 
record in only her second collegiate ap- 
pearance as she connected on 13 of 13 
free throw attempts. 

Sophomore forward Marlene Stevenson 
muscled her way into the starting lineup 
and, in addition to having five games of 
double figures scoring and rebounding, she 
averaged 9,5 points and 7.4 rebounds per 


game. Betsy Harris not only became a 
three-point cannon, but in the hardest part 
of the season, the final stretch, she in- 
creased her scoring average by three 
points per game and ¥nished with an aver- 
age of 12.5 points per outing. She had 
three games of 20 or more points in the 
last half dozen outings. 

Point guard Melissa Del-Valle, a crowd 
favorite because of her flashy and gutsy 
play, rounded out the starting lineup and 
averaged 5.4 points per game. Del-Valle 
curt her left knee in the Florida game in 
the SEC Tournament and had to have 20 
stitches. She played the next day in the 
semifinals. 

The bench also produced well. Madonna 
Thompson was a part-time starter and av- 
eraged 6.9 points per game. She was all- 
tournament at St. Joseph's, scoring 22 
points in the championship game. 
Freshman Shondra Fuller was tabbed all- 
tournament at Alabama's Shoney's Classic 
after she contributed 32 points in two 
games. 

Although normally backup performers, 
four other Tiders also drew starting assign- 
ments at various times in the season. They 
are senior Leslie Claybrook, juniors 
Camillia Crenshaw and Sharrona 
Alexander, and sophomore Carla Koonce. 
Bama’s lineup was completed with fresh- 
men Aycan Yeniley and Sarah Smith. 
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Basketball Wrapup: 


Tide Limps Through The Year 


by Kirk McNair 


lt was a season to forget, 
but circumstances may be 
right for big improvement 


N? one would suggest that Alabama’s 
1992-93 Alabama basketball season 
was a good one. The record speaks for it- 
self: 16-13 overall, a regular season record 
of 15-11, and a Southeastern Conference 
West Division mark of 7-9, fourth in the 
six-team division. The Tide, which has 
been an excellent tournament team over 
the years, was 1-1 in the SEC Tournament 
and lost to Alabama-Birmingham in the 
first round of the National Invitation 
Tournament, a game played on Bama’s 
home court at Coleman Coliseum. 

But there were mitigating circumstances. 
It is webdonunented that last spring the 
most successful basketball coach in 
Alabama history, Wimp Sanderson, was 
forced to resign. Into his place stepped his 
top lieutenant, David Hobbs. Those close 
to Sanderson believe that it was his inten- 
tion to coach at Alabama a few more 

ears, then turn the program over to 
Hobbs However, he wouldn't have want- 
ed to leave his successor a team that had 
been decimated by graduation, the loss of 
two men (Robert Horry and Latrell 
Sprewell) who were first round draft choic- 
es in the National Basketball Association. 
There was no way to replace those two. 

Perhaps more important, Hobbs was un- 
able to replace David Hobbs. Sanderson 
had been generous in his praise of Hobbs’ 
importance to Alabama success. 

Next to athletic ability, coaches consider 
senior leadership to be the most important 
thing players can bring to a team. Bama 
began the year with the SEC’s most inex- 
perienced team, its two seniors both junior 
college transfers who had played one year 
at Alabama. The most experienced player 
was also the Tide’s best player, guard 
James Robinson, who had played two sea- 
sons. And Bama had adversity with its two 
seniors. Andre Perry, who had moved into 
the starting lineup at center, broke his leg 
in the final minutes of the first SEC game 
of the year, a tough loss at Vanderbilt. And 
late in January, with the Tide preparing 
for its in-state rival Auburn, point guard 
Elliot Washington, who had started all 15 
games, quit the team. 

But that wasn’t the end of losses. After 
Perry’s injury, redshirt freshman Roy 
Rogers moved into the starting lineup at 
center. But Rogers suffered a knee injury, 
under went surgery in late January, and 
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was lost for the remainder of the season. 
Finally, walkon guard Jeff Lovell, an im- 
portant man in preparation for the past 
two seasons, made his first meaningful 
contribution to the Tide in an SEC road 
game at Ole Miss. Lovell made a critical 
steal in the final moments of regulation, 
then was injured in overtime. He, too, had 
to under go knee surgery and was lost for 
the remainder of the year. 


(Ceeeee those factors, it may be that 
having a winning zecord was an ex- 
ceptional achievement. But no one, least 
of all Hobbs, is buying that. 

In retrospect, it may be that Alabama's 
top achievements of the year were win- 
ning the Cable Car Classic (over Rhode 
Island and host Santa Clara, two teams 
that would enter the NCAA Tournament) 
and defeating four other teams that would 
make the NCAA field (Arkansas and LSU 
from the SEC, Tennessee State and East 
Carolina). Bama also had a couple of 
moral victories, losing by three points at 
Virginia and at Vanderbilt (both in the 
NCAA Tournament). 

There were also a couple of times the 
Tide rose to the occasion, such as beating 
Auburn right after having lost Washington 
and Rogers and defeating Tennessee in 
Knoxville despite the fact that freshman 
point guard Marvin Orange was sidelined 
and Robinson was hampered by illness. 
(Sanderson had said a year ago that Bama 
would not win a road game in 1993, and 
the king of pessimists was nearly correct as 
the Tide managed only the win over Santa 
Clara in the finals of the Cable Car Classic 
and the victory over Tennessee on oppo- 
nents’ courts.) 

But for every up, there was a down. 
Bama played horribly in losing road games 
to Old Dominion, Mississippi State, Florida 
and Ole Miss and a home game to 
Georgia. Indeed, prior to the back-to-back 
losses to Georgia and Ole Miss, Alabama 
had legitimate hopes of landing a spot in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

The 1992-93 Crimson Tide was an 
enigma, a team capable of taking the SEC 
Champion (Vanderbilt) to the wire in 
Nashville and a team capable of losing to 
the leaque’s weakest team (Ole Miss). 


labama’s problems in 1993 have been 
ttributed frequently to Robinson. One 
regional sports columnist called him the 
best offensive player and worst defensive 
player in the league. He was neither. A 
poll of sports reporters by the Anniston 
Star had Robinson as the SEC’s most 
overrated player. That was ridiculous based 
on a poll of the 12 SEC coaches who 
made Robinson one of only four unani- 
mous picks to the 10-man All-SEC team. 


Marvin Orange was a freshman who had 
a freshman-type season for Alabama's 
1992-93 basketball team. Bama plans to 
bring Orange along slowly were torpe- 
doed by the surprise defection of senior 
Elliot Washington midway through the 
season. 


University of Alabama Photo 


Robinson may not have had a great year, 
but basketball is not a one-on-one game. 
Robinson was the one man on Alabama's 
team who could reasonably be expected to 
make a shot when a shot was needed, and 
the result was that he took even more 
poor shots than a James Robinson would 
be expected to take. (Forgotten, of course, 
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is that Robinson also makes some of those 
bad shots.) He was also called on to play 


point guard with some regularity, and it 
doesn't take a genius to realize that 
Robinson is not a distributor of the basket- 
ball; he is a receiver of the basketball. 

Despite his problems, Robinson led 
Alabama in scoring for the third straight 
season and next year should become the 
all-time leading scorer in Crimson Tide 
basketball history. That doesn't mean he 
can't improve. He also led the team in 
turnovers, hit only 42 per cent of his field 
goals, only 35 per cent of his three-point 
attempts and only 68 per cent of his free 
throws. 

Foul shooting posed all sorts of prob- 
lems for Alabama. In addition to an ane- 
mic 65 per cent team shooting mark, the 
Tide was no better than an even bet to 
grab the rebound when an opponent 
missed a free throw. Indeed, only sopho- 
more center Cedric Moore was a compe- 
tent free throw shooter for Bama. Moore 
hit 84 of 110 fouls shots, a 76.4 per cent 
mark. 

But that is one of the few things Moore 
did well. He led the team in blocked shots, 
but had only 32 (compared to Horry’s 
team-leading 121 a year earlier). And he 
hit only 42 per cent of his field goals, even 
though he shoots just inches from the bas- 
ket (good thing, too, since he was 1-8 on 
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three-point attempts). Because he has not 
gained appreciable weight or strength 
since coming to Alabama, he is only a fair 
rebounder and he is susceptible to having 
the ball stripped from his hands. Moore 
also needs a better attitude for the game, 
more concern about his game than about 
the officials or the opponents. 

It is difficult to judge Marvin Orange, but 
it is important to remember he was a true 
freshman. Longtime Bama-watchers com- 
pare him to the likes of Terry Coner 
(1984-87) or Gary Waites (1988-91) as 
freshmen. Both of those became all-stars 
after shaky freshman seasons. As many 
freshmen, Orange was up-and-down, 
sometimes shooting well, sometimes 
shooting horribly, sometimes making the 
big pass, sometimes making the worst of 
turnovers. But the ups are an indication 
that he can be an excellent point guard. 

Sophomore forward Jason Caffey 
should be a basketball star, but injuries dur- 
ing his freshman season limited his play 
and his experience, and that showed this 
year. Caffey suffered another untimely in- 
jury this year, a leg injury that basically 
eliminated him as a factor in Alabama’s 
two-point loss in the NIT. 

The fifth starter for Alabama as the sea- 
son ended was usually junior college trans- 
fer Walter Pitts. No one can question Pitts’ 
effort, but he is hampered at the small for- 
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ward position by being too small a fc 
ward, ony 6-1. 

One of the bright spots for the Tide wu 
the late-season development of true fre: 
man forward Anthony Brown. Althou 
Brown was not a great defensive play 
and although he sometimes took ill-advis 
shots, he also showed that he can be ; 
offensive force for future Tide teams. 

Bryan Passink, a redshirt freshmz 
shooting guard, also had his moments « 
offense, but his overall shooting conside 
ing his reputation was disappointing. Ar 
he has some improvement to make defe 
ane too, particularly in working arour 
picks. 

Junior college transfer forward Shc 
Peck-Love started much of the year, b 
did not make great improvement. 

One good thing about not having mar 
seniors is that Alabama doesn't have gre: 
losses from the team. In addition to ne 
signees and the addition of transfer Jam 
Faulkner (see pages 26 and 27), the Tic 
will welcome redshirt freshman Wad 
Kaiser to the lineup next year. Althoug 
Kaiser resembles Moore and Rogers in nc 
casting much of a shadow, he is a ver 
skilled and intelligent player who can be 
factor if he gains weight and strength. 

The 1992-93 season was one to forge 
but it could be it will make the next one 
year to remember. 
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Basketball Search Is Out Of State 


who chose to skip the home schools for 
Alabama, or maybe Chris Jackson, who 
made his college home at LSU. 

In a year that has produced little in the 
way of in-state penebect University of 


y Tommy Deas 


Jama may not be involved 
vith too many prospects, 
ind none in Alabama 


look at the recent success-or lack 
hereof-of Mississippi's three major 
college basketball programs could lead to 
the conclusion that the Magnolia State 
doesn't produce top-notch hoops talent. 
Closer observation shows, however, that 
the bigger problem in Mississippi is keep- 
ing the talent at home. Ask James 
Robinson or Derrick McKey, two players 
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Alabama Head Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs has looked to Mississippi to snag 
the first high school senior of his tenure, 
Eric Washington of Pearl High School. 

Washington has announced he will sign 
with the Crimson Tide when the spring 
signing period begins April 14. 

The 6-4, 180-pound prep senior will 
bring outstanding credentials to Alabama. 
He averaged 23.7 points, 13 rebounds, 
three assists, three blocked shots and two 
steals per game for a 28-7 team that made 
it to the quarterfinal round of the state 
tournament. 

Washington, who chose Alabama over 
Seton Hall, Georgia and Kansas State, did 
not even visit Ole Miss, Mississippi State 
or Southern Miss. He carries a 3.0 grade- 
point average, has qualified academically 
for collegiate play, and expects to enter 
business school. 

“I just didn’t want to stay in-state,” 
Washington said. “I liked the coaches at 
Alabama and their style of play. They 
didn't follow me around the whole time on 
my visit; they let me blend in with the 
other players. That was good because 
that’s what it’s going to be like when I get 
there. 

“I’m going to give them all I can on the 
court. | want to represent the school on 
and off the court, and I’m going to come 
in and try to play.” 

Washington's prep coach, Louis Love, 
thinks his charge will be able to meet that 


goal. 

“I think he’ll be able to break in as a 
freshman,” Love said. “He’s very competi- 
tive. He’s going to have to improve his 
ball-handling skills and his passing. 

“He shoots the ball real well and handles 
the ball pretty well, he’s very athletic and 
he plays hard at both ends. He played in- 
side some and outside some, but he’s a 
good three-point shooter. 

“I’ve seen him do some pretty amazing 
things.” 

Like scoring 27 points in the second half 
of the state’s all-star basketball game. The 
tallest player on his high school team, 
Washington played largely as a forward. 
He said Alabama coaches have told him 


Antonio McDyess played with his back to 
the basket as a high school player at 
Quitman, Mississippi, but will probably 
be a forward in college. 
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they plan to put his talents to use as a 
shooting guard and possibly as a small for- 
ward, 

Washington's brother, Phillip Robinson, 
is a senior forward at Millsaps College in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 


labama has also been linked with an- 
ther Mississippi prospect, 6-9"2, 
225-pound senior center Antonio 
McDyess, who has the athletic skills to 
take his game farther out onto the court in 


college. 

The Parade All-America and all-state se- 
lection averaged 26 points, 15 rebounds, 
5.3 blocks and 2.8 steals per game as a 
senior at Quitman High School, where he 
helped the team to a 3 -12 record. 

‘He's projected as a forward in college 
for sure,” Sammy Smith, McDyess' prep 
coach, said, “He can play it now, but 
when you have a kid his size in high 
school you have to play him at center, 

“Antonio has that kind of ability. | know 
he's my best passer and he’s probably my 
best three-point shooter.” 

McDyess has passed his core class load 
and is awaiting test scores to determine his 
collegiate eligibility. 

The talented senior has visited Miami 
(Florida) and has scheduled visits to 
Alabama and Mississippi State. He also 
plans to make two more visits and may not 
sign until well after the start of the April 
14 signing period. 

Another out-of-stater who has been 
linked to Alabama is 5-9 superman Corrie 
Johnson of Hardin County High School 
in Savannah, Tennessee. The senior scor- 
ing machine has set national records and 
posted statistics that only NASA could 
track in winning the Mr. Basketball award 
in the state's largest classification. 

The four-year starter for Coach Anthony 
Gilchrist led the state in scoring with a 
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40.1-point average as a senior, upping his 
29.5 mark as a junior, 

Along the way, Johnson has posted high 
games of 74, 68 and 65 points for an 18- 
11 team and set three national records. 
His 232 three-pointers are a single-season 
record, and he set single-game marks for 
16 treys in one contest and 30 attempted 
three-pointers. 

Johnson has scored more than 3,000 
career points and nearly 500 career 
ees. 
“He's a hoss," Gilchrist said. “He can 
play. He could have started in seventh 
grade if he was up here (in high school). 

“He can play the point guard or shoot- 
ing guard. He needs to go someplace 
where they go up and down the floor.” 

Johnson has set visits for Arkansas, East 
Tennessee State and Murray State. 
Alabama was linked with Johnson early, 
but may have backed off due to academic 
questions. 


ye recruiting services cover the ju- 
nior college scene as well as high 
school prospects, and Alabama is not 
linked with any junior college players in re- 
ports we have seen. However, junior col- 
lege transfers have helped Alabama over 
the years and there is a possibility a junior 
college transfer, or even a transfer from 
another four-year college, could be in 
Bama's plans. 

Hobbs has indicated that Alabama may 
sign more than its allotment of players this 
season, meaning some present scholar- 
shipped players may not remain on schol- 
arship for next season. 

The out-of-state flavor of Alabama's re- 
cruiting efforts is a reflection of the low 
ebb of talent in the state this season. While 
Alabama coaches would surely prefer a 
bevy of home-grown talent to make up the 
roster, recent years have seen a shrinking 


number of major college prospects in the 
state. 

Among the top prospects in the state in 
a thin class in Alabama are Rusty Brand, 
a 6-8 forward at West Limestone High; 
Greg Grimsley, a 6-4 wing player at 
Abbeville; 6-9 Jackson High center Arnell 
Hamilton; Vestavia Hills’ 6-4 guard Chad 
Jones; James Bristow, a 6-9 forward at 
Montgomery Carver who is reportedly re- 
ceiving some attention from LSU; 6-6 in- 
side player Franklin Williams from 
Headland, an Auburn signee; and guard 
Howard Pride of Huntsville Butler, who 
opted to play at Vanderbilt. A recent na- 
tional report said 6-4 wing player Greg 
Grimsley of Abbeville would probably go 
the junior college or Division II route. 

abama got a rejection in the early 

signing period from Octavus Barnes of 

ilson, North Carolina, who committed to 
play basketball at Alabama. The 6-2 point 
guard did not sign in the early period and 
eventually decided to play football. 


ick Moody is also on the search for 
rformers to join Alabama's emerg- 
ing national powerhouse women's basket- 
ball program, This year the Tide had 13 
players and loses two to graduation, so as 
many as four scholarships could open up. 
One player, probably the best high 
school player in the state of Alabama, has 
already committed to the Tide. Leah 
Monteith, who led Cherokee County to 
the state championship the past two years, 
announced in late February she would sign 
with Alabama. She is a 5-8 guard who av- 
eraged 22 points, six rebounds and five as- 
sists per game. She is a two-time all-stater. 
Monteith has played AAU basketball on 
a national level in the summer. She is an 
excellent outside shooter, which fits in well 
with Bama’s “Long Rangers,” and she is 
also an outstanding man-to-man defender. 


Gymnastics: 


Best May Be Ahead For Bama 


by Louise Ford 


Tide enters championship 
season with record team 
and individual scores 


[ seems only yesterday the Alabama 
gymnastics team was preparing for its 
season-opener, and now the upcoming 
NCAA Championships herald another 
year almost gone. For past national cham- 
pions Dana ransky and Dee Foster the 
end of the season means the end to two 
careers that have been instrumental in the 
success of the Crimson Tide program. For 
coaches Sarah and David Patterson the 
1993 season marks their 15th with Bama. 

Dobransky and Foster are two of the 
best in Alabama's rich gymnastics tradi- 
tion. Foster is a 13-time All-America, the 
1990 all-around national champion, a 
two-time SEC champion, four-time region- 
al champion, the 1990 Southeastern 
Conference Female Athlete of the Year, 
and the school record holder in three 
events and in all-around. Dobransky reigns 
as the 1992 NCAA balance beam champi- 
on as well as the SEC co-champion. She is 
a three-time All-America, a GET Academic 
All-America and two-time member of the 
SEC Scholastic Honor Roll. 

The Pattersons entered their 15th year 
with the Tide as two-time national champi- 
ons, two-time SEC champions, and nine- 
time regional champions. Their teams 
have produced 56 All-America honors, 
seven NCAA individual titles, and enough 
academic citations to fill a room. The 
1993 season has seen a continuation of 
success as Alabama has already broken 
three school records and seen every indi- 
vidual record broken with perfect scores by 
Foster and Dobransky. 

From the first meet at Auburn in early 
January to the SEC Championship meet 
in Tuscaloosa in late March, the Tide - 
nasts have steadily matured into one of the 
most outstanding teams in the nation, one 
that will contend for the 1993 national 
championship on April 15-17 in Corvallis, 
Oregon. Alabama opened the year with a 
194.95 at Auburn, the highest season- 
opening score in school history. In that 
meet, Foster scored her second career 10 
on vault, the first in a string of five consec- 
utive 10s, which Sarah Patterson said, 
“will stand as an NCAA record for years to 
come.” She reached the perfect mark on 
vault the next week against Georgia and 
again the following week in Bama’s home- 
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Sophomore Chasity Junkin showed marked improvement and could be the Bama star of 


the future. 


opener. Her fourth 10 was on floor exer- 
cise and her fifth on bars. 


Fs: 10s sprit attracted the most 
attention to the 1993 Alabama gym- 
nastics team, but at the same time another 
Tide nast was making steady strides 
toward becoming a top all-around con- 
tender for the team. Sophomore Chasity 
Junkin saw little action in her first season 
at Alabama, but this year emerged as a 
consistent all-around performer, compet- 
ing in every event beginning with the third 
meet of the year. In her first all-around 
performance, Junkin scored a 38.75, fin- 
ishing third. Her season best came at the 
SEC Championships where she tied her 
career best on vault (9.80) and scored 
9.70 on bars and beam and a 9.75 on 
floor for a 38.95. As a vital part of 
Alabama's vault lineup, Junkin competed 
in every meet and scored 9.70 or better 
six of nine meets. She has scored career 
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high marks in every event. 

The emergence of three freshmen into 
the lineup also proved successful for 
Alabama. The Tide had to replace almost 
a third of its routines with the graduations 
last year of Gina Basile, Katherine 
Kelleher and Shea McFall. It was evident 
from the onset that the incoming freshmen 
would have to provide needed support. 

Kim Kelly filled a big role, competing all- 
around five times and scoring a season- 
high 39.40. She gave a boost to the vault 
lineup competing in every meet and scor- 
ing a 9.80 or better in every performance. 
She had scores of: 9.90 on vault, beam 
and floor. 

Marna Neubauer got a strong start with 
a 9.85 on bars, a 9.75 on beam and a 
9.65 on vault in the season-opener. She 
scored a season-best 9.70 on vault two 
weeks later, then suffered a stress fracture 
in her foot. She missed the remainder of 
the regular season and the SEC 
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Sarah Patterson 


Championship, but is working to compete 
on bars in the remaining meets. 

Jenny McKernan got a good start to the 
year with 9.70s on bars and beam at 
Auburn, really came into her own at mid- 
season as she put up a 9.85 on bars and a 
9.80 on beam, then capped it with a third 
place finish on bars with a season-high 
9.90 in the SEC Championships. 


Te to bottom, the Pattersons have as- 
sembled the most talented team in 
their 15 years at Alabama. The talent level 
is up, the difficulty has increased, and, as a 
result, the scores have risen and school 
records are falling. Prior to the 1993 sea- 
son the Tide’s best team score dated back 
to 1991 when Bama scored 195.575 at 
the NCAA Central Regional 
Championships. That same year Alabama 
won the national championship with a 
195.125. Last year Alabama's best team 
score was a 198.55, just .025 shy of the 
school record. Three times in 1993 
Alabama has scored higher than the previ- 
ous school record and four scores this year 
bettered that of the national championship 
performance of 1991. Alabama shattered 
the school scoring record with a 196.10 
against LSU. The new mark bettered the 
old record by over a half point. 

The same occurred in floor exercise. 
Three of the team’s top five scores were 
established in the 1991 season. Last year 
Alabama scored over a 49.00 only once, a 
49.10 in the final regular season meet of 
the year. Four times this year Alabama’s 
lineup has produced over a 49.00, with 
the school record a 49.35. The team also 
set a scoring record on uneven bars with a 
49.20, one of four times the team went 
over 49,00 in that event, 

It's not just the team scores that are im- 
proving. Several individuals bettered career 
high marks, notably Foster with her 10s 
on vault, bars and floor and a 9.90 on 
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beam. Junkin set new career highs in 
every event, as has Kara Stilp on bars and 
floor with 9,90 scores. Marti Watson, a 
vault and floor specialists, upped her highs 
in each event. Dobransky tied her career 
best on bars and floor (9.90s) and had her 
first 10, on beam. Sheryl Dundas helped 
the team record on floor with a personal 
best of 9.85. Patterson said the encourag- 
ing thing is she doesn’t think the team has 
peaked. 


Preparing to face national competition 
this month, the team should benefit from 
having performed in front of a crowd of 
8, 138 at the SEC Championships. 

“I've always said that the SEC 
Championship meet is great preparation 
for the regional and national champi- 
onships,” Patterson said. “The competi- 


tion among our six teams is as strong as 
any in the country. Another great source 
or preparation comes from performing in 
front of large crowds like we will see in 
Corvallis at nationals. All four of our away 
meets drew good crowds and our home at- 
tendance has been outstanding. When 
9,500 came to the Georgia (dual) meet 
here the intensity level was like that of a 
national meet, and that only makes us bet- 
ter.” 

With the regional and national champi- 
onship meets remaining, there are still op- 
portunities for Tide gymnasts to stand atop 
the awards platforms. Favorites for the na- 
tional championship are Utah and 
Georgia, but an Alabama team giving its 
best performance of the year is not to be 
discounted. 


Mel Kiper, Jr.’s NFL Draft Hotline 


plus Monter Draft News NBA Draft Reports 


1-900-370-2090 


$1.49 per minute/TouchTone and Rotary Phones 


Under 18 get permission before calling 
Keep updated on the NFL Draft the entire month of April from draft expert 
Mel Kiper, Jr. of ESPN in these exclusive reports. 
And stay on top of NBA Draft developments with Monter Draft News. 
* projected picks »pre-draft camp reports * timely updates 
* post-draft analysis * trade talk » team developments 


A service of Advanced Telecom Services, Inc., Philadelphia, PA 
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BAMASCORECARD 


The Alabama football team has just about concluded its celebration of the 1992 nation- 
al championship. The Crimson Tide team and coaches and staff were the guests of 
President Clinton and the Alabama congressional delegation in Washington as Bama en- 
joyed a one-day field trip to the nation’s capital on March 25. 


Marcel West May Wonder 

Redshirt freshman wide receiver Marcel 
West has been given jersey number 1, but 
West has seen that jersey passed out to 
several others recently. At the Gala 
Celebration of the 1992 national champi- 
onship football team in February, 
sportswriter Corky Simpson of Tucson, 
Arizona, the lone voter in the Associated 
Press poll who picked Bama number one 
from start to finish, was given an Alabama 
jersey with his name and the number 1 on 
it. In March, Tide players were privileged 
to hear an address from the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Colin 
Powell, and General Powell also received 
an Alabama jersey adorned with his name 
and the number 1. Then Bama's football 
team went to Washington to be greeted by 
President Clinton as a reward for the na- 
tional title, and, of course, the President 
received a number 1 jersey with his name 
on it. 

Nevertheless, this fall only West is ex- 
pected to be dressed in an Alabama jersey 
with number 1 on it. 


Auburn Game Moved 
Alabama and Auburn have agreed to 
pay their 1993 football game on 
ovember 20 rather than November 27 as 
originally scheduled. That means that nei- 
ther team will have an off date prior to the 
annual affair, which this year is being 
played at Auburn. However, it does mean 
that if Alabama again wins the West 
Division of the Southeastern Conference, 
the Tide would have an additional week to 
prepare for the SEC Championship 
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Game, which is being played at 
Birmingham's Legion Field on December 
4. It also takes the game off Thanksgiving 
Weekend. 

Alabama will host Mississippi State the 
week before the Auburn game, while 
fier will play at Georgia on November 
13. 


52 Lettermen Return 

Alabama's official letterman’s list for the 
1992 season has been released, and it ap- 
pears Tide coaches were quite generous in 
awarding letters to members of the nation- 
al championship team. The list shows 52 
lettermen returning and 30 lettermen lost. 
Returning players include seven offensive 
starters, six defensive starters and three 
specialists. 

Returning lettermen by positions are: 

Offense-Split ends Kevin Lee and Curtis 
Brown, left tackles Matt Hammond and 
Kareem McNeal, centers Tobie Sheils, 
Dennis Deason and Chad Gladden, right 
guards Jon Stevenson, William Barger and 

aurice Belser, right tackles Roosevelt 
Patterson and Joey Harville, tight ends 
Tony Johnson and Kris Mangum, flankers 
David Palmer and Rick Brown, quarter- 
backs Jay Barker and Brian Burgdorf, full- 
back Tarrant Lynch and running backs 
Chris Anderson and Sherman Williams. 

Defense-Left ends Jeremy Nunley and 
Bryan Thornton, nose tackles James 
Gregory, Elverett Brown and Shannon 
Brown, right end Damiean Jeffries, left 
outside linebackers Victor Lockett and 
André Boyd right outside linebackers 
Lemanski Hall and Will Brown, left inside 


linebackers Michael Rogers, John Walters 
and Jeff Torrence, right inside linebacker 
Mario Morris, left cornerbacks Antonio 
Langham and Mickey Conn, right corner- 
backs Tommy Johnson and Willie Gaston, 
strong safeties Sam Shade and Eric 
Turner, and safeties Chris Donnelly and 
Michael Ausmus. 

Specialists-Punters Bryne Diehl and J.J. 
Adams, placekickers Michael Proctor, 
Wade Roe and Matt Wethington, and 
snapper Matthew Pine. 

The official letterman’s list noted that 
Eric Turner lettered as a ene safety last 
season as a freshman, but that he is now a 
fullback. The list also showed Matthew 
Pine as a tight end-as well as a snapper. 

Lettermen who have completed their eli- 

ibility are wide receivers Prince Wimbley, 

onnie Finkley, Dabo Swinney and Mike 
Campbell; offensive tackle Johnny 
Howard; offensive guard George Wilson; 
center Don Dover; tight ends Steve Busky, 
Jason Abrams and Myron Pope; fullbacks 
Martin Houston and Craig Harris; tailback 
Derrick Lassic; defensive ends John 
Copeland, Eric Curry and Bart Pritchett; 
nose tackle John Phillips; outside lineback- 
er Antonio London; inside linebackers 
Derrick Oden and Tab Whisenhunt; cor- 
nerbacks George Teague and Alvin Hope; 
safeties Willis Bevelle, Alex Jordan and 
James Shackelford; punter Stan Moss; 

lacekickers Hamp Greene and James 
Fuley, and holder Jeff Wall. 


The Draft 

The National Football League draft of 
former college football players is expected 
to include no fewer than two and as many 
as seven members of the 1992 Alabama 
national championship team. Bama’s 
bookends, defensive ends John Copeland 
and Eric Curry, are among the cream of 
the crop, expected to go in the first few 
picks. Outside linebacker Antonio London 
is considered an outside chance at being a 
first round pick. Running back Derrick 
Lassic, inside linebacker Derrick Oden and 
cornerback George Teague are listed as 
“Other top prospects with potential,” 
which means they are not expected to be 
first round selections, but that they will be 
drafted. Wide receiver Prince Wimbley is 
listed as a likely free agent. 


The Tryouts 

One of the most amazing sights in 
Tuscaloosa was March 23 when over 100 
National Football League scouts turned out 
in Tuscaloosa to weigh and measure and 
time and look at former Crimson Tide 
players available for the NFL draft. The 
most scouts anyone could remember hav- 
ing been in Tuscaloosa previously for such 
an occasion was 38. The Super Bowl 
champion Dallas Cowboys had six scouts 
on hand. Among the visiting scouts were 
former Bama players Ozzie Newsome and 
Sylvester Croom. 
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The scouts worked out eight men who 
were seniors on last year's national champi- 
onship Bama team and five men who 
played for previous Crimson Tide squads. It 
appeared that the most impressive perfor- 
mances were turned in by defensive end 
Eric Curry and tailback Derrick Lassic. 
Other just-graduated Tiders working out 
were wide receiver Prince Wimbley, fullback 
Martin Houston, defensive end John 
Copeland, outside linebacker Antonio 
London, inside linebacker Derrick Oden 
and cornerback/safety George Teague. 

Former Bama players who worked out for 
the scouts were fullback Wayne Shaw, wide 
receiver Pierre Goode, linebacker Spencer 
Hammond, defensive back Charles Gardner 
and offensive lineman Charley Dare. 


Will Lyell 

One of the many rumors that has made 
the rounds for the past couple of months is 
that Will Lyell, the outstanding offensive 
lineman from Brandon, Mississippi, who 
signed with Notre Dame last year and was 
redshirted as a freshman, was going to 
transfer to Alabama. As most rumors, this 
one is false. Lyell never even visited 
Alabama, committing to Notre Dame the 
day before he was to make an official visit 
to Tuscaloosa. He is still at Notre Dame, 
participating in spring training, and is re- 
garded by Irish-watchers as an emerging su- 
perstar. 


Walkon To Return 

Jeff Lovell, the walkon senior basketball 
player who suffered a knee injury against 
Ole Miss, the first game in which he had 
seen appreciable playing time, may return 
for another year. Lovell, who under went 
surgery and missed the remainder of the 
season, is eligible for a redshirt season. 


Looking Ahead 

Next year’s NCAA Men's Basketball 
Tournament sites have already been select- 
ed. First and second rounds will be; East at 
the Capital Centre in Landover, Maryland; 
Midwest at the Myriad in Oklahoma City; 
Southeast at the Florida Suncoast Dome in 
St. Petersburg; and West at the Arco Arena 
in Sacramento. Regional semifinals and fi- 
nals will be: East at the Miami Arena, 
Midwest at the Reunion Arena in Dallas, 
Southeast at Thompson-Boling Arena in 
Knoxville, and West at the Los Angeles 
Sports Arena. Next year’s Final Four will be 
April 2 and 4 at the Charlotte Coliseum in 
North Carolina. 

Beyond that, future Final Four sites are: 
1995 at the Kingdome in Seattle; 1996 at 
the Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey; and 1997 at the Hoosier 
Dome in Indianapolis. 


Hobbs Tournament 

Alabama Head Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs will lend his name and his time to a 
charity tournament for the Boys and Girls 
Club of Tuscaloosa. The event, a scramble 
golf tournament and a women’s tennis tour- 
nament, will be May 14 at Indian Hills 


Country Club in Tuscaloosa. Entry fee for 
olf is $125 per person, while tennis entry 
ee is $30. Contact Mary Branch at Post 
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Office Box 40221, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404 
or (205) 553-3819 for entry information. 


Sanderson To Surface? 

Larry Donald, the highly-respected editor 
of Basketball Times, recently wrote in his 
column: 

I'd be surprised if former Alabama Coach 
Wimp Sanderson didn't surface somewhere 
this spring. Keep an eye on mid-major pro- 
grams in the South with ambition. 


Century Of Champions II 

While much was justifiably made of 
Alabama's football centennial, this year 
marks 100 years of Alabama baseball com- 
petition. The baseball men did one thing 
that makes a lot of sense in choosing a 
team of the century. They chose two: one 
for the first 50 years of Alabama baseball, 
one for the second half century. 

The team of 25 men representing the 
first 50 years of Alabama baseball includes 
16 former Major League players. They are: 

Pitchers Blackie Bellis (1946-47), aniel 
Boone (1918-19), Sydney Cohen (1931- 
33), Hershell Freeman (1947), Joe Kirkland 
(1947), Lee Rogers (1934-35), LeGrant 
Scott (1933-34) and Jim Wingard; catchers 
D. Joe Gambrill (1943, 1946-47) and Lena 
Stiles; infielders Ike Boone (1919-20), Ned 
Folmer (1948-49), Grant Gillis (1925-26), 
ace Howell (1949-51), Del Pratt (1908- 
09), Joe Sewell (1918-20) and Jim Tabor 
(1935-36); and outfielders Andy Cohen 
(1923-25), Herb Chapman (1942-43, 
1946-47), Jack Hayes (1926-27), Millard 
“Dixie” Howell (1933-35), Raymond 
Pepper (1926-27), Luke Sewell (1919-21), 
Fred Sington (1929-31) and Riggs 
Stephenson (1919-21). 

The head coach of the early team is 
Wallace Wade (1924-27). 

The team of the last 50 years includes 
seven former All-America players and eight 
men either past or present Major League 
players. It is: 

Pitchers Freddie Glass (1965-67), Greg 
Hibbard (1985-86), Mike Innis (1968-71), 
Al Lary (1950-51), Frank Lary (1950-51), 
Gene Lary (1952-55), Frank Roland (1955- 
57), Ben Short (1990-91), Bobby Sprowl 
(1975-76) and A! Worthington (1949-51); 
catchers Doug Duke (1984-86) and Frank 
Velleggia (1982-84); infielders Jerry Belk 
(1952-54), Butch Hobson (1970, 1972- 
73), Fred Fricke (1956-57), Her Kosten 
(1955-57), Jack Kubiszyn (1956-58), David 
Magadan (1981-83) and Stan Moss (1967- 
68); and outfielders Bobby Carr (1951-52), 
Ken Chapman (1959-61), Bobby Pierce 
(1980-81), Allan Stallings (1982-85), Mike 
Twardowski (1985-86), Joe Vitiello (1989- 
91) and Ed White (1958-50). 

The head coach of that team is Tilden 
“Happy” Campbell (1935-42, 1947-63). 


Tennis Success 

This could be the year that Alabama 
sends both its men’s and women's tennis 
teams to the NCAA Championship 
Tournament. 

The Tide women have never made the 
NCAA field, coming heart-breakingly close 
in 1992 by being the first alternate on the 
team list. But now Bama is ranked 20th in 


the nation, the highest ever for the Crimson 
Tide. The top 20 teams receive invitations. 
Coach Karin Gaiser's squad also includes 
ranked individuals, Jenny Whalen number 
67 and Lori Smith 82nd, and the doubles 
duo of Titia Wilmink and Marouschka van 
Dijk at number 7. The NCAA takes the top 
64 individual players and top 32 doubles 
teams. . 

The men’s team of Coach John Kreis is 
now ranked 17th in the nation and should 
be moving up after going 11-2 through the 
end of March and defeating five ranked 
teams along the way. Bama lost to number 
3 Georgia and number 12 Notre Dame, but 
defeated North Carolina (ranked 6th), 
Mississippi State (8th), and Alabama- 
Birmingham (10th) in the final week of the 
month. Individually, the doubles team of 
Rick Witsken and Juan Carlos Bianchi is 
ranked fifth (but beat the nation’s number 
one ranked doubles team) and Bianchi is 
ranked 61st (but beat the nation’s top- 
ranked college player in straight sets). 


Volleyball Signees 

Alabama has signed three more women's 
volleyball players, bringing the total to five 
signees for the 1993 season. The new 
signees are Tamika McCall, a 5-8 outside 
hitter from Mobile’s McGill-Toolen High 
School; Sandy Ford, a 5-10 outside hit- 
ter/middle blocker from Port Hueneme, 
California; and Alberta Sackey, a 5-8 utility 
player from Winneba, Ghana. 

lier it had been announced that Coach 

Dorothy Franco-Reed had signed Sheri 
Thomas, a 5-11 middle blocker from 
Bakersfield, California, and Lorian 
Newcomer, a 5-8 outside hitter from 
Newport Beach, California. 


Sports Camps 

Alabama coaches conduct summer 
camps in virtually every sport. For informa- 
tion, write to a specific sport camp (for in- 
stance, “Crimson Tide Tennis Camp”), c/o 
Athletics Department, P.O. Box 870323, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 


Harkness A Gamecock 

Tim Harkness, who was a graduate assis- 
tant football coach at Alabama under Ray 
Perkins in the mid-1980s, is a new full-time 
member of the football coaching staff at 
South Carolina. Harkness will coach wide 
receivers. The announcement of his hiring 
also noted that he would make “at least 
$50,000, bringing USC's coaching staff 
[salaries] in line with other SEC schools.” 
The announcement further noted that 
Alabama pays eight of its assistants a mini- 
mum of $50.00 , as will South Carolina, 
and that most SEC schools pay at least 
seven of their assistant coaches that much. 


Benefit Golf 

The Jefferson County Medical Auxiliary is 
sponsoring a scramble golf tournament ae 
6 at Oxmoor Valley in Birmingham wit 
proceeds going to benefit BodyTrek, a 
health education facility used to educate 
children on healthy choices. Former 
Alabama golfer, Dr. Allen Yielding, is active 
in the benefit. For more information call 
(205) 933-8601. 
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Baseball 

OPPONENT Time/ 

Opp. Score 
@ South Alabama 4 
@ South Alabama 6 
South Alabama (10 innings) 6 
South Alabama 4 
TCU 13 
TCU 16 
Georgia State 3 
Louisiana Tech 5 
Richmond AL 
Richmond 10 
Richmond 4 
Michigan State (2) ppd. snow 
Michigan State ppd. snow 


Middle Tennessee 
Middle Tennessee 


@ South Florida 

@ South Florida 

Boston @ Tampa 

@ Vanderbilt (2) 1 
@ Vanderbilt 

@ Middle Tennessee 
Alabama-Birmingham 
@ Alabama-Birmingham 
Georgia (2) 

Georgia 

Murray State 

Murray State 

@ Mississippi State (2) 
@ Mississippi State 
Alcorn State 


Troy State @ Dothan 
@ LSU (2) 


@ LSU 

Arkansas (2) 

Arkansas 

@ Western Kentucky 
Auburn @ Montgomery 
@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

SEC West Tournament 
@ Baton Rouge 


SOCCCOCO COC COCO CCOCOCOMNSCCOSCCOONNAMON RAIS 
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Date/ 
Score 


4 
March 28 


OPPONENT 


Middle Tennessee 
Tulane 

@ Miami 

Arizona @ Miami 
@ South Carolina 
@ Georgia 
Alabama-B’ham 


Blue-Gray Classic 
@ Montgomery 

diana 
North Carolina 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Notre Dame 


2 aWwWNooOS 


2 


WO WWNDdS 


Mississippi State 
@ Vanderbilt 12:00 
@ Kentucky 
@ Florida 1:00 
Louisiana State 

kansas 
Mississippi 

burn 
Tennessee 
SEC Championships 
@ Athens, Ga. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Athens, Ga. 


Men’s Golf 


ENT 


Date TOURNAM 
March 12-14 ot Digest Invitational 


@ Houston (9th of 15 teams) 


March 26-27 Southeastern Invitational 
@ Montgomery (5th of 18 teams) 


April 3-4 Carpet Capital Collegiate 
@ Dalton, Ga 
April 16-17 Southeastern | Tone comeanae 
Athens, 
April 23-25 Billy Hitchcock Invitational 
Auburn 
May 9-11 | SEC Championships 
@ Jacksonville, Fla. 
May 20-22 NCAA East Regional 
TBA 
Men’s Track 
Date MEET 
March 26-28 Alabama Relays 
April 8-10 Relays 
@ Knoxville 
April 17 SEC Six-Way 
@ Athens, Ga. 
April 23-24 Drake Relays 
@ Des Moines, lowa 
May 1 Crimson Classic 
May 13-16 SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville 
May 22 Griffen Invitational 
@ Atlanta 
May 27 NCAA Qualifiers 
@ Tallahassee, Fla. 
dune 2-5 NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans 


Women’s Tennis 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
Score Opp. Score 
COMMODORE CUP 
7 (South Florida 2 
7 Illinois 2 
4 @ North Carolina 5 
5 @ Kentucky 4 
4 Clemson 5 
9 Mississippi State 0 
4 Mississippi 5 
6 South Carolina 2 
6 Tennessee 3 
5 @ Louisiana State 4 
6 @ Houston 0 
San Diego Invitational 
6 Fresno State 0 
5 Northwestern 4 
San Diego State 
March 30 @UC Santa Barbara TBA 
April 3 Harvard 
@ Santa Barbara 10:00 a.m. 
il 8 Arkansas 2:00 
April11 Florida 10:00 
April 18 Vanderbilt 11:00 
April23.  @ Auburn 1:00 
April25  @ Georgia 1:00 
April 29- SEC Championships 
April 2 @ Nashville 
May 12- NCAA Championships 
May 20 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Women’s Golf 
Date TOURNAMENT 
Feb. 12-14 _ Lady Gator Invitational 


Gainesville, Fla. (6th of 12 teams) 

March 19-21 LSU Fairwood 
@ Baton Rouge, La. (8th of 17 teams) 
March 26-28 South Carolina Invitational 


@ Columbia, S.C. 
April 16-18 | Women’s Southern 
Intercollegiate @ Athens, Ga. 
April 30- SEC Championships 
May 2 TBA 
May13-15 NCAA Ss 
@ Baton Rouge, 


Women’s Track 
Date MEET 
March 26-28 


April 8-10 Relays 
@ Knoxville 
April 17 SEC Six-Way 
April 23-24 Drake ee 
ake YS 
@ Des Moines, Iowa 
May 1 Crimson Classic 
May 13-16 an Championships 
@ Knoxville 
May 22 Griffen Invitational 
ta 
May 27 NCAA Qualifiers 
@ Tallahassee, Fla. 
June 2-5 NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/APRIL "93 


A Real 
Collector’s 
Item ! 


A Splendid Gift 
For Any Occasion 


Complete with a Certificate of Authenticity signed 
by the Publisher, the Printer, and the Artist, which 
has a picture of the print as shown on the right, and 
an accompanying statement which reads:- 


Title:- "Bear" 

Artist:- Robert Hollingsworth 
Overall Size:-18" x 265 
Image Size:- 11 ‘/g" x 18 ~/g" 
100 Printer’s Proofs 
250 Artist’s Proofs 
5000 s/n Edition Size 


This is to certify that the limited edition offset 
lithograph is produced on 100% acid free paper 
using fade resistant inks. This edition is 
authenticated by the lithographer and the artist, 
who has personally inspected, signed and numbered 
each lithograph. The printing of this lithograph was 
January 26, 1993, the tenth anniversary of Coach 
Bryant’s death. 

All plates have been destroyed. 


!! See the original on display in the Paul W. Bryant Museum !! 


These signed and numbered Fill in, Clip, and Mail with check or money order to: 
prints are also available !! Please !! Senet, Pubisiiing Company !! Please !! 
framed and double matted Print Clearl ___ P.O. Box 55413 Print Cleart 
ith aci B ham, Alabama 35255 2 
with acid-free mats in a cherry irmingham, Alabama . 


colored wood frame. 
Print Prices 


UnFramed Print = $ 99.00 
Framed Print = $ 199.00 


Name: 


* * S P.O. Box): 
These prices include i 


all applicable Taxes, 
Shipping and Handling 


City 
Telephone Number ( )- 
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Ane A 100 Year Football Tradition | 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS — 


GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


playing the 


“ALABAMA FIGHT SONG” 


Emperor Clock Company proudly presents The Century, a Limited 
Edition Grandfather Clock in Solid Cherry or Oak commemorating the 1992 
National Football Championship. 


Just imagine owning this extraordinary grandfather clock! Each hour of the 
day you will hear The Century’s solid brass movement playing the famous 
"UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FIGHT SONG’, and you will remember the 
thrill of seeing the University of Alabama football team declared 1992 
National Champions. You may also select Westminster chimes, Viennastrike, 
or silence, if you prefer. 


Adding even more to The Century’s uniqueness is the brass lyre pendulum 
engraved with every year the University of Alabama won a national football 
championship. The Century also features beveled glass waist door and 
sides. 


Don’t miss this splendid opportunity to own this unique tribute to Alabama’s 
legendary football teams. The Century is sure to become a treasured family 
heirloom. 
Each clock will be registered at the head- 
quarters of Emperor Clock Company in 
Fairhope, Alabama, and each owner will 
receive an engraved and numbered solid 
brass plaque. Only 500 clocks will be 
available, and Number 1 will be pre- 
sented to Coach Gene Stallings. 


| Don't miss out, Order yours now! 


LIMITED EDETION 
ay UNIVERSTEY OF ALABAMA ,, 
1992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS - 
NO Lar S00 


Engraved, Brass Lyre Pendulum Registered, Solid Brass Plaque 
The Century Limited Edition Grandfather Clock: $1,495.00 


. To Order Call: 
ti? EMPEROR 205/928-2316 in Alabama 


1993 Emperor Clock Company. All Rights Reserved 


